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Wishing you all Happy Holidays,

The holiday season is upon us, unfortunately the Covid virus is stronger
than ever. Our goal is and has been, to continue to provide all our
members safe access to our full member owned MHYC while remaining
open as much as safely possible. Although all December events have been
cancelled, with the exception of skeet, we believe we have plenty of space
to continue to provide a safe dining experience here at MHYC, home away
from home for many members. All we ask is everyone please continue to
follow our increased safety procedures and respectfully, simply stay at
home if not feeling well, have any symptoms or have been exposed with
anyone who has. Based on our limited contact tracing, no one to our
knowledge has been exposed to the virus, here at MHYC, although we did
shut down temporarily in an abundance of caution. News reports indicate
the virus vaccines are being shipped, and hopefully this Covid virus will be
completely behind us by the time our 2021 boating season begins.

Wednesday, December 2 nd we will hold our annual full member meeting for the first time ever, virtually.
Although the year was incredibly challenging, I believe everyone agrees MHYC was the place to be this
summer and created some great family memories as evidenced by our recent member survey, and
increased membership. Your new Flag and board of Directors are anxious to get started planning our
Covid recovery and new and exciting events for next year. Rumors include a fun East Beach Bash
celebrating the reopening of the east beach, now that the power has been fully and properly restored
and physical distancing on Scooter II will not be an issue.

The biggest reward Linda and I received this past year as a result of me being your Commodore has to
be the opportunity to work with, dine with, and enjoy being with, the best Yacht Club members
anywhere. The biggest lesson learned, this experience has taught me, has to be the fact that no matter
how many times different ideas or opinions were presented in a meeting or the board room, once
everyone was heard, and all the facts discovered, how many times we all agreed on the same solution.
We always tried our best to decide issues based on what was best for the future of our club. We all have
different experiences, backgrounds, opinions, and sometime very strong passions, we use to problem
solve. Finding the best solution can take time, but the best resolve always comes with understanding all
the facts and working together to resolve.



On a final personal note, this experience has been extremely humbling. Linda and I simply had no idea
how much time and effort so many members donate to ensure everyone experience here at MHYC is so
enjoyable. We have always known how friendly our members all are, we simply never appreciated
everything that goes on behind the scenes. Our staff also needs to be recognized. Everyone of them
have tried their very best to ensure member safety and satisfaction, just review all the past Harbor Light
issues, as this is well documented.

I can’t end my final Commodore’s Harbor Lights article without stressing the importance increasing
membership is to the continued success and future of the club. I believe our biggest opportunities for
new members comes from parents of youth programs and friends and guests of members. Examples
including those attending boating or cruising events, visiting guests playing pickle ball or simply guests
enjoying dining experiences. Every member of MHYC is an ambassador, please help us promote our
great club and help increase membership.

Linda and I will always treasure the memories this experience has given us,

From both of us, stay safe and a heartfelt “Thank you.”

Chris and Linda Burton
Commodore



General Manager-Jaime Cordova
Controller-Charlie Davis

Harbor Master/Facilities Manager-Mike Jablonski, Jr.
Executive Chef-Rob Clough

Food & Beverage Director-John Winters

Commodore Christopher Burton
Vice Commodore Duke Allyn

Rear Commodore Mike Pettrey
Past Commodore Doug Price
P.C. Douglas McLaughlin, DO

Ken Balogh-Harbor
Marty Weber-House

Jon Duer-Membership
Gretchen Kubicek-IT

Dave Scarnati, Secretary
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Dining Service
Dining Room & Ship Lounge

Monday thru Tuesday | Closed
Wednesday | Happy Hours | 5-7pm | no ala carte dining/menu

Thursday | Dinner Service | 5-9pm
Friday-Saturday | Lunch 12-3pm & Dinner 5-9pm

Sunday | Pub Menu | 12-4pm

Help us with providing great
service by reserving your

table in advance.

M.H.Y.C. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MENTOR HARBOR STAFF

Hours of Operation

Email: Reservations@MHYC.US
Phone: 440.257.7214



Dates to know:
12/02 Happy Hours | 5-7pm | no a la carte menu
12/03 Queen of Hearts | 5-7pm
12/09 Happy Hours | 5-7pm | no a la carte menu
12/10 Queen of Hearts | 5-7pm
12/16 Happy Hours | 5-7pm | no a la carte menu
12/17 Queen of Hearts | 5-7pm
12/23 Happy Hours & Queen of Hearts | 5-7pm | no a la carte menu
12/24 thru 12/26 Club is closed in observance of the holiday
12/30 Happy Hours & Queenof Hearts | 5-7pm | no a la carte menu
12/31 New Years Eve Celebration | a la carte dining 5-10pm |  Champagne toast at midnight! 



JUNIOR ACTIVITIES KATHY ALLYN, CHAIRPERSON

As we entered the Spring of Uncertainty, we were determined to provide a sense of normalcy to MHYC
members and the community through Junior Activities. As our guidelines developed, US Sailing asked me
to participate on its task forces to create national junior sailing and race management COVID-19
guidelines, which gave us real-time access to the best ideas from around the country. As data suggested
the Coronavirus does not thrive in water or fresh air, we gained the confidence to move forward with our
programming using CDC, ACA and USS guidelines on smaller group sizes, cohorts, mask and health
policies, stricter behavior and sanitation protocols.

On June 1, we soft-launched with new Private Sailing Lessons, and started up our Junior Race Team. By
June 15, our 6-week Crow’s Nest Sailing program launched. With limited group sizes and as one of the few
summer offerings around, we contended with our first-ever waitlist. By July, adults and families were
taking private lessons. We added a hands-on Adult Learn to Sail course, reintroduced Start Opti Sailing for
5-10 year olds, offered a one-week beginner Learn to Sail session, and two Safe Powerboat Handling
courses for kids and adults. All of our programs sold out.

We decided to keep going in the fall with even more ideas, and US Sailing invited me on a panel for its
online Starboard Portal “Fall Sailing Opportunities.” Private Lessons continued and we added Open Sailing
Sessions (3-hour boat rentals with instructor supervision), After School Sailing for Opti and FJ sailors, and
Fall Junior Race Team (which eventually will become “high school sailing”). These programs enabled many
of our members and community sailors to safely boat and play on the water from June 1 through October
15.

In the end, we are thrilled to report that we provided boating, swimming and water safety education to
more than 300 members and community members of all ages. Our reputation continues to flourish as a
premier facility where anyone can learn to sail, powerboat, and safely navigate our waterways.

The casualties of the pandemic for Junior Activities were: Swim Team, Junior Sailing Regattas and the
Junior Olympics, and several beloved Crow’s Nest traditions. Our Learn to Sail sessions offered via Hawken
and University schools were cancelled because neither school offered in-person camps.

Major kudos goes to our staff of instructors and our amazing sailing director Caitlin Aguero for the
flexibility, teamwork, professionalism and bravery that it took to make the Summer of 2020 as normal and
safe as could be. We thank the board, the staff and the membership for trusting us to run a safe program
on our Club grounds. Parents and members continued to volunteer: Naomi Gutmann was the camp’s
mother hen as always, checking on us and our fleet, Don Hudak fixed whatever he could, and
Harbormaster Mike Jablonski was quick to respond to our needs. This year, Marty Weber provided
equipment, engineers and carpenters to build two bridges over the Aqua Dams and relocate the Race
Team shed to the West Beach. Jason Lallo and Jon Duer cleaned up and prepped for the Race Team shed’s
new location. So many more parents helped us flourish - we are forever grateful to all.



JUNIOR ACTIVITIES KATHY ALLYN, CHAIRPERSON

As proud as I am of our ability to stay safe and offer new programming, I am equally as pleased to report
that we hit record revenues for Junior Activities. We did have higher costs this year particularly with labor,
but in the end the effort was totally worth it to create great lifelong memories, fun and boating skills
during a pandemic. We look forward to what we hope is a return to all of our traditions in 2021, while
capitalizing on the momentum from our new programs. Indeed, our new pre-registration for the 2021
Crow’s Nest Sailing program is already near a waitlist! If the pandemic continues to cause issues, we will be
ready to offer modified, safe summer programs to provide our kids, adults and families the ability to learn
and play together at MHYC.



GENERAL MANAGER CORNER JAIME CORDOVA

Harbor Lights
GM Article

December 2020

As 2020 finally comes to a close, I want to offer my sincere thanks and appreciation to our outgoing
Commodore Chris Burton and his lovely wife Linda. I’m pretty sure that the past twelve months aren’t
what Chris had in mind as he put his time and energy in for several years serving on the Board of
Directors. Chris was installed as your Commodore a year ago and a few short months later the world was
turned upside down by the COVID-19 pandemic. As news of the virus grew worse by the day, we struggled
to find answers that didn’t always exist. The questions were many, the anxiety and threat very real. What
does it take to face a crisis for which there is no historical reference to study? No blueprint to follow? The
answer is leadership, collaborative planning and tough decision making. These are precisely what
Commodore Burton provided to Mentor Harbor in his year at the helm. The challenges and obstacles
changed constantly, often daily, but the focus and task remained firm from day one. We were going to
provide our membership with access to their Club and we would do it in as safe a manner as was possible,
always adhering to the mandates of the Federal, State and Local governments, while keeping it as fun and
welcoming as possible.

This was no easy task. As is the case around the world, there were many opinions regarding the
Club and what should or shouldn’t be done. Under Commodore Burton’s guidance we stuck to our guns
and were able to provide our members with what became a sanctuary, of sorts. Member usage was very
high from June through September and Mentor Harbor became regarded as a Club that did it right. I
promise you that this would not have been the case without Chris being hands on and heavily involved on
a daily basis. For this, we all owe him and Linda a huge round of applause and our sincere gratitude.

With all that being said, Commodore Burton’s main focus heading into his year as Commodore
was still attained. I am speaking about our increased membership numbers. With Jon Duer serving as
Membership Chairman and Autumn Piller coming on board as Membership Director, Mentor Harbor
experienced an influx of new members throughout the year. This did not stop once the boating season
ended as we are still receiving inquiries and applications even in November. This bodes very well for the
Club’s future. Thank you to all of the above and many more who helped us reaffirm MHYC as a destination
and club of stature on Lake Erie.



GENERAL MANAGER CORNER JAIME CORDOVA

Speaking of Autumn, I am sad to report that she has chosen to part ways with Mentor Harbor and return
to her native State of Florida. She says she doesn’t like the winter weather here. Can you believe that!? In
all seriousness, I want to offer Autumn both my professional and personal thanks for the energy,
enthusiasm and vast skill set that she has brought to the table this year. She is a highly talented and
intelligent young lady and I will miss her. Thank you, my friend.

And in closing, here’s to a beautiful and better year ahead at MHYC! 2020 certainly didn’t set
the bar very high, did it?



DECEMBER MENU RESERVATIONS REQUIRED



NEW YEARS EVE 2020
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