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Coffee with the Commodore

 

We love our Club. That was certainly evidenced last Saturday, January

25th, with a healthy turnout for Coffee with the Commodore. Thank you to

all of our members who participated. 

 

Commodore Burton resumed an old tradition to provide an open venue for

candid discussions about our challenges, current efforts, and ideas for

improvements. It provided a great opportunity for members not involved

with committees to ask questions, voice concerns, and offer advice.

Thankfully, a good amount of discussion points are already well known and

being addressed by committees, so it was good to see the alignment with

the feedback. Along with Commodore, the board and staff were

represented by myself, the House and Membership committee chairs Marty

Weber and Jon Duer, our new membership director Autumn Piller, and

general manager Jaime Cordova. Minutes were taken and we aim to share

this with all members, likely via the members-only section of our website.

Discussions ranged from efforts to grow membership, to external perception, service performance,

and encouraging spousal involvement. Our biggest challenge is to grow membership. Should we offer

more levels of membership? What does one membership look like? Would current full members

stomach a few years of current dues to offer reduced pricing to new members? How can we test price

elasticity? The price of our membership might be higher than our closest matched competitor;

however, we have better amenities and superior, less-costly docks. It appears we have an external

perception of being expensive and “snooty” or “grouchy.” How can we improve our visitors’ first

impressions at the Club’s “Summertime Front Door,” the Gas Dock? Feedback from fairly new

members in attendance and via the survey was that they had to make significant effort to assimilate

into the culture and feel welcome. Meanwhile, service performance came under fire, and we know we

cannot onboard new members successfully or retain current members without either stronger

inclusion or service. Spousal involvement is a huge boon to the club. Where would we be without the

other half of our team? We want involved, smart, nice people. The talent and experience of our

membership is both wide and deep. Why does it matter who the individual member might be?

Overall, this group passionately drove the conversation in the same direction: We want our Club to thrive, we want

to have fun, and we want to show others how MHYC is THE place to be. I’m anxious to have more coffee clutches. It

is a different type of social gathering, both relaxing and engaging, on a topic near and dear to all of us.

Conversations like these strengthens an already strong and mighty family. I encourage all of you to attend future

coffees. Commodore Burton, we’ll be on the lookout for the next invite.



Commodore Christopher Burton

Vice Commodore Duke Allyn

RC Mike Pettrey

PC Doug Price

PC Douglas McLaughlin, DO

Gretchen Kubicek-IT

Ken Balogh-Harbor

Marty Weber-House

Jon Duer-Membership

Dave Scarnati, Secretary

VC Duke Allyn, Treasurer

General Manager-Jaime Cordova

Controller-Charlie Davis

Harbor Master/Facilities Manager-

Mike Jablonski, Jr.

Executive Chef-Rob Clough

Membership Director-Autumn Piller

Event Coordinator-Maria Ianiro
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M.H.Y.C. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Office Hours
Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm

Club Dining

Tuesday
Closed

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Dinner-5:00pm to 9:00pm

Sunday

Monday
Closed

M.H.Y.C. STAFF

For Reservations Call
440-257-7214 or 

Email
membership@mhyc.us

 

LETS BE SOCIAL!
FOLLOW, LIKE, TAG AND POST!

WWW.MHYC.US

@MHYC5330

@MENTORYACHTCLUB

@MENTORHARBOR

Closed
Dinner-5:00pm to 9:00pm

Closed
Queen of Hearts

Every Thursday

5-7p.m.

@MHYC5330

@MHYC5330

Dinner-5:00pm to 9:00pm
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SKEET CLUB IN ACTION

WWW.MHYC.US

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
EMAIL: 

BRIAN LITRA
LITRA@SBCGLOBAL.NET

OR
KEVIN HORVATH

KH2171@ATT.COM
 
 



Happy February!

As the saying goes “time flies when you are having fun” and the month of January was

no exception.This past month we welcomed our new Membership Director Autumn Piller,

added two new full members Mitch and Cindy Rudolph as well as Tom and Kelli Ruff. We

have also started planning for spring that is just 45 days away!

 

The membership committee has been hard at work through the month of January and

right into February. We attended the Cleveland Boat show and despite the bad weather

predictions, we had a great turnout at the show capturing dozens of interested people

that had interest in either joining, visiting or traveling to MHYC. Thank you to all of the

amazing members that took time out of their busy schedule to come help us promote

MHYC. We truly have the best members on the lake.

 

After the show On Saturday Feb 1 st we held an open house and mixer for everyone we

spoke with. If you missed it, you missed one heck of an event. Autumn went above and

beyond getting everything planned and set up. Chef Rob did an amazing job showcasing

the club’s food service. Ruth and the entire bar staff made sure there was not a dry glass

in the house. Most importantly our members were unbelievable welcoming.

 

We had 9 potential members fill out applications that day and we are currently in the

process of approving all of these future members. As I have said in the past, “members

build membership” and that is the simple truth. As always, I look forward to your

feedback and suggestions as we move full steam ahead with growing

our membership. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me at Jon@greatlakesrigging.com or 440-346-2651.

 

See you at the club!

Jon
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MEMBERSHIP MINUTE

WWW.MHYC.US

JON DUER-MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

LET'S WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Mitch & Cindy Rudolph

Tom & Kelli Ruff



Mr. Steve and Dr. Roberta Krebs have lived most of their lives

in Lake County. Steve’s background is in horticulture and he is

retiring from the Holden Arboretum in October this year. After

practicing family medicine for many years, Roberta decided to

teach and is currently a science teacher at University School.

They have two adult children in their twenties and have been

sailing for many years.

They recently purchased a new Harbor 20 and look forward to

joining the strong sailing community at MHYC and spending

time with new friends. MHYC drew them in because of the

many services, proximity to the lake, and the social atmosphere.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

WWW.MHYC.US

MR. STEVE AND DR. ROBERTA KREBS
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

WWW.MHYC.US

Start Opti Sailing for our youngest sailors - ages 5 to 10, for five 2-hour sessions on Tuesday
evenings starting June 9. Taught by certified sailing instructors.
Learn-to-sail sessions run 1 week each,10a-2p Monday through Friday. They are set for the
week of June 1 and the week of July 27.  Taught by certified sailing instructors.
Up to 6 weeks of full-time Crow’s Nest Sail Camp, starting June 8 through July 17, Monday
through Friday, 9am to 4pm. We can be flexible for members if you cannot participate in the
full 6 weeks. Beginners ages 7 through 15 are especially welcome to try camp the first week
or two and decide if they want to finish out the summer. Caitlin Aguero is returning as our
junior sailing director and we have a great team of instructors lining up.
Opti and Advanced Race Team - Junior sailors ages 8 and up who have proven proficiency in
boat handling and sailing skills represent MHYC at regattas around the region. Practices are
built into the camp days, but also start earlier in May and run through August. Karl Felger is
our head coach.
Swim Team - 8 weeks of stroke instruction and practice, with meets typically on Tuesday or
Thursday evenings at MHYC or at another local club. Morning practices are M W and F at
MHYC and T and Th at Quail Hollow - MHYC members can practice at either location. Swim
team or lessons are built into camp days. Beginners are encouraged to join at all ages but
can start as young as 6. Michelle Messina is our swim team committee chair.
Ohio Boaters Education Classes (NASBLA) - classroom-based course to earn the license
required by the state to operate a powerboat with more than 10 horsepower. Ages 10 and
up. Cecelia Duer is certified to run these classes.
Powerboat Safe Handling Course - a standalone boat-based course for ages 12 to adult over
the course of several evenings. This is also built into camp days. This is an official US Sailing
course with certified instructors.

REGISTER ONLINE: Find the Junior Activities link on the Mhyc.us website for all of the details.
 
MHYC’s Crows Nest Camp, Junior Sailing Race Team, and MHQH Swim Team offers our
membership an incredible and unique summer experience for kids.  The 2020 schedule is set
with an exciting set of opportunities for kids including:

We are only 3 months away from splashing our boats and uncovering the pool. It’s time to
register your child or grandchild a week or more of sail camp, sign up for the swim team or
start them off with all-important swim lessons. Please visit our website to see the recaps of
the amazing summer of 2019, and the 2020 calendar plus descriptions of our offerings to see
if this is a good fit for your family. We offer significant discounts to members children and
grandchildren while also welcoming community members.
 

KATHY ALLYN-JUNIOR ACTIVITIES CHAIR
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES CONT.

WWW.MHYC.US

April 4-5 - I-LYA Spring Meeting in Detroit
May 3 - Race Team Pre-Season Meeting and Fitting Out *Weather Permitting
May 16 - 1:00p Swim Team Pre-Season Meeting and Suit Try-Ons *New Date
May 16 - 1:30p Camp Meeting  *New Date
June 1 - Learn to Sail Week (1)
June 8 - Crow’s Nest Sail Camp Starts (Ends July 17)
June 9 - Start Opti Sailing (S.O.S.) Starts (Ages 5-10, 5-7p)
June 11-12 USA Junior Olympics Sailing Festival @ MHYC 
July 20-24 -I-LYA Junior Sailing Championships at Put-in-Bay Yacht Club
July 27 - Learn to Sail Week (2)
July 31 - Crow’s Nest Camp and Race Team - Awards Banquet
Aug 2- Swim Team Awards Banquet

Mark your Calendars:

Adult Learn to Sail and Powerboat 
New for 2020! We are offering two new classes for adults from our staff of certified
instructors: Powerboat Safe Handling, and Adult Sailing. Both evening/weekend classes will
provide on-the-water instruction for adults who want to move from the classroom into
practical boat handling! Anyone who owns a powerboat should take the Powerboat Safe
Handling course - ages 12 and up. Please check the website for dates once they are finalized.
 A safety reminder that ALL children and ANY adult born after 1982 MUST have a powerboat
operators license from the state of Ohio (this course can be taken at MHYC or online) in order
to operate a powerboat.  This course is also a prerequisite for the PB Safe Handling Course.
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MHYC JUNIOR ACTIVITIES IMPACTS
THE CLUB’S NATIONAL AND REGIONAL

REPUTATION

WWW.MHYC.US

Unless or until you have a child or grandchild enrolled in sail camp or on swim team, MHYC members may not realize
or appreciate the impact of our programs beyond spreading the love for and knowledge about water safety,
swimming, boating and sailing. In fact, our youngest members and parents are probably some of the most visible
representatives for MHYC!
 
Our competitive junior sailors ages 8-19 proudly wear MHYC gear while they travel to race against their peers on
inland lakes and open-water venues. In 2020, head coach and local professional sailor Karl Felger is returning to
lead our fleet coaches and junior race team. We anticipate sending our junior sailors all over the I-LYA clubs to at
least 10 different Travelers Series events, to Grosse Pointe Yacht Club for the Club420 North Americans, Put-in-Bay
for Junior Championships, and potentially Senior Bay, and potentially up to Canada for CORK. You may also see our
camp’s Tartan-10 with a junior team competing in the Mentor Regatta and Falcon Cup. Meanwhile, our swimmers
compete both at home and at many clubs as far away as CYC and Chagrin Valley Athletic Club. We are always so
proud of the conduct and sportsmanship displayed by MHYC Kids! Check the Junior Activities website for updates on
all of our activities and results throughout the summer.
 
As our junior sailors and instructors head into college, many compete for their college teams. Currently, Halle
Buescher is on the nationally-ranked Cornell University sailing team. Erin Gallagher is a co-captain of Miami
University’s sailing team. Ethan Gallagher has revived and officially started up a sailing team for the University of
Cincinnati. Camden Ford, of the McLaughlin clan and a former camper and instructor, sails for Duke University.
 
In my case, my internal volunteer role is to be the organizational advisor to our junior sailing director and swim team
coaches. I also represent MHYC junior sailing with I-LYA, which is the regional governing body for more than 114
yacht clubs in the broader region (see i-lya.org). About 7 years ago I was asked to serve on the I-LYA Junior
Committee, and I have risen the ranks to now be serving the second of a 2-year term as the I-LYA Junior Committee
Chair. This role has given MHYC a major voice in the direction for junior sailing while positioning MHYC in a
leadership role with I-LYA. I hope that more members will join me in sharing MHYC’s voice at the spring and fall
meetings. Open to all I-LYA club members and free to attend, the next meeting is April 5 in Detroit; see I-LYA.org
for the schedule of events. Sessions cover everything from junior to adult sailing and powerboating, club
management and legislative updates; it will open your eyes to the many activities, shared issues, and opportunities in
our region. I will be driving my Suburban up that morning and have 6 seats available - please join me if nothing else
than to get me through Toledo.
 
Thanks to the continued success of our annual Junior Olympics Sailing Festival and through hosting other major US
Sailing events, MHYC has gained a strong foothold with US Sailing. In fact, this year, we have been asked to continue
to be among a handful of clubs piloting a app-based project by their youth director, John Pearce, who has visited
MHYC more than half a dozen times. I am once again heading to San Diego in early February with our sailing director
Caitlin Aguero to represent MHYC and divide and conquer the US Sailing Leadership Forum. Our attendance
demonstrates MHYC’s commitment to continuing education, building relationships and promoting MHYC’s reputation
with the major yacht clubs, regattas and vendors. We always bring back fresh ideas to improve and grow our camp
experience, and this year I will attend several club-level sessions on behalf of MHYC’s thriving committees. Look for
an update in the March Harbor Lights!
 

ARTICLE BY KATHY ALLYN, JUNIOR ACTIVITIES CHAIR
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GENERAL MANAGER'S CORNER

WWW.MHYC.US

A special thanks to the Membership Committee, headed by Jon Duer, and to our new
Membership Director, Ms. Autumn Piller. Their efforts went above and beyond and all credit for
our successful showing goes to them! Our 2020 Membership Drive is off to a great start and we
must capitalize on this energy and maintain the momentum that we have going. I urge all of
you to invite friends, family and colleagues to visit the Club if you think there is a potential fit
for them.
 
Autumn is putting together a membership photo directory to help both members and staff put
names to faces around the Club. Please help her out and send us a current photo when you
have a chance.
 
We are planning to have weekly, live entertainment beginning very soon. We are able to do this
due to generous donations from PC Chuck and Mrs. Jean Stephenson, Ed and Amy Vadakin and
David Scarnati and Mary Ann Peace. We are looking to match their donations to carry this
throughout the year so please let me know if you would like to contribute.
We are in store for a fun, exciting year at Mentor Harbor. I look forward to seeing you all very
soon.

I am happy to report that the Cleveland Boat Show was a big
success for Mentor Harbor Yachting Club. We met dozens of
interested potential members and followed that up with a
Prospective Member Social on February 1 st . The Social was
very well attended by both guests and current members and
gave us a chance to show off what our Club has to offer,
namely a warm, welcoming environment and a membership
that truly cares about the Club. We ended the day with
multiple new member applications in hand!
 



The 2020 Season is quickly approaching and to be pro-active I
am hoping to obtain any dock requests/changes before our
next Harbor Meeting on Thursday, February 20th at 6pm. 
 
I appreciate this as our membership is increasing and I want to
make sure that our current members have priority. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Harbormaster Mike
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HARBORMASTER

WWW.MHYC.US

Next Harbor Meeting

02/20/20
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WWW.MHYC.US

DATES TO REMEMBER

Valentine's Dinner/Dance      Friday, February 14

Adult Easter Egg Hunt                Saturday,  April 4

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR FINAL THOUGHTS

Autumn Marie Here! 

 

Thank you to everyone who has welcomed me and supported me during the

start of my new position here. 

 

I am learning more and more every day and I cannot thank each of you

enough for your patience and understanding. 

 

I am working hard at clearing up our communication efforts and ensuring

accuracy on our Roster, etc. and appreciate  your patience.

 

I have enjoyed meeting everyone I have thus far and cannot wait for this

season to meet all of you. 

 

Here is to staying warm and getting ready for the 2020 Season! 

 

All Sails set towards Membership increase and Moments etched in time! 

 

Till Later, 

Autumn Marie

Roster Verification/Update Form Returned                
Saturday,  February 29



CRUISING FLEET 2020 SCHEDULE

DATE (S ) DETA ILS

JUNE 5 -7 ,  2020
SHAKE DOWN CRU ISE  –
GENEVA STATE PARK
MAR INA :  NORTH WALL

JUNE 1 9 ‐2 1 ,  2020 PORT STANLEY ,  ONTAR IO
CRU ISE  –  KETTLE CREEK

MAR INA

JULY 4 ,  2020 COMMODORES REV IEW &
LAGOONS BOAT PARADE

‐  MHYC
JULY 24 ‐26 ,  2020 OPEN CRU ISE  DATE

JULY 3 1 - AUG 2 ,  2020
ROCK AND DOCKS

CRU ISE  –  CLEVELAND ’S
NORTH COAST HARBOR

MAR INA

AUG 9 ,  2020 CRU IS I NG CLUB P ICN IC  –
EAST BEACH

AUG 2 1 ‐23 ,  2020 EDGEWATER YC /
VERM ILL ION CRU ISE  (TENT . )

SEPT 4 ‐7 ,  2020
LABOR DAY RONDEAU

BAY ,  ONTAR IO  CRU ISE  –
ER IEAU  MAR INA

SEPT 18 -20 ,  2020
WHERE THE W IND BLOWS

CRU ISE  –  DEST INAT ION TBD 
(BASED ON THE W IND )

SEPT 20 ,  2020 SEAFOOD BO IL  –
HUDAK ’S  DECK

NOV 8 ,  2020 CRU IS I NG CLUB
BANQUET ‐  MHYC
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Valentine's Day Dinner
 & Dance

February 14, 2020
RSVP Today!
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dinner &
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committee

meeting

bod meeting

Queen of Hearts
Every Thursday
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MHYC
T A S T E  O F

D A T E  N I G H T  S E R I E S

E V E R Y  S A T U R D A Y  I N  F E B R U A R Y  E N J O Y  A  C H E F

C R E A T E D  M E N U  C O N S I S T I N G  O F  A N  A P P E T I Z E R ,

E N T R E E  A N D  D E S S E R T  F O R  2 !
R E S E R V A T I O N S  O N L Y


