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Greetings from your 2020 Commodore. What an honor it is to try my hand at the
helm of such a prestigious Yacht Club. I am confident by now everyone knows
(some painfully) what course I intend to sail. While predictions of record high
water continue to be of huge concern, the wisdom of our past Commodores, along
with the support of our membership, and the investment in our floating docks has
minimized our concerns. We are preparing for the high water as best as possible.
After announcing my goals for 2020 (membership and dockage challenge),
my first responsibility was to select committee chairs. I specifically chose
each chairman based on their talent, experience, and energy and believe we
have the some of the best this club has ever enjoyed. The committees
themselves are also comprised of many of our hardest working and
dedicated volunteers, all with the same goal to continue to ensure MHYC
remains one of the best Yacht Clubs on the Great Lakes.
My next responsibility was to listen. Thank you everyone who took the time to complete the club survey. Every
committee has reviewed your answers and comments and are busy addressing. Please also be aware we now
have a suggestion box located at the front desk for anyone who wishes to express further suggestions or
improvements and even remain anonymous. We held a coffee with the commodore and expect to hold another
one soon. Success starts with listening and understanding and the facts, no one person has all the answers.
Every committee has been meeting and brainstorming, (sometimes even 2x a month) creating tasks with
ownership and due dates, in an effort to address our challenges, all while staying within our budget, and with a
mission to increase membership, fill empty docks, sustain member satisfaction, and maintain club operations.
It is impossible to list in this short letter everything being addressed; I invite everyone to please take the time
to read our board minutes and committee reports.
No doubt, anyone who has been reading our announcements or visiting our club recently has notice our
significant club and membership changes. Change is sometimes not easy especially when strong passion is
involved. I continue to strongly believe if we are to achieve our goal, a “what-ever-it-takes” attitude is
required. I am extremely pleased with our new membership Chairman Jon Duer and new membership Director
Autumn Piller, and convinced they are exactly what is needed. We fully understand and appreciate the history
of our club, and importance of maintaining membership value. Membership retention is just as important as
welcoming new members. That stated we all agree, we need new young family boating members. I believe
continuing the same past efforts will provide the same unacceptable results. I would like to take this
opportunity to ask every member to support both Jon and Autumn in their efforts. We have already in just a
few months experienced some great success.
When dining at our club, please not only take the time to stop and say Hi to Autumn but watch for the
pineapple flag on the dining tables and introduce yourselves to our new members. Please don’t forget to make
reservations when possible.
I would like to remind everyone Jamie Cordova is our club manager and he is your contact and go to person
with any club operation requests or concerns. His staff is here to assist, and F.T.R. doing a great job, however
Jamie sets the priorities and is responsible for all club operations. That stated, your entire Board of Directors,
Flag Officers, and committee chairman all wish to listen to any of your concerns. We are all looking forward to
another family fun boating season, please remain healthy and safe.
Chris Burton
Commodore

M.H.Y.C.
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Queen of Hearts
Every Thursday
5-7p.m.

Reservations Preferred
Call 440-257-7214 or
Email membership@mhyc.us
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M.H.Y.C. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Commodore Christopher Burton
Vice Commodore Duke Allyn
Rear Commodore Mike Pettrey
Past Commodore Doug Price
Past Commodore Douglas McLaughlin, DO

Ken Balogh-Harbor
Marty Weber-House
Jon Duer-Membership
Dave Scarnati, Secretary
VC Duke Allyn, Treasurer

MENTOR HARBOR STAFF

General Manager-Jaime Cordova
Controller-Charlie Davis
Harbor Master/Facilities Manager-Mike Jablonski, Jr.
Executive Chef-Rob Clough
Office Hours
Membership Director-Autumn Piller
Monday thru Friday
9:00am to 5:00pm
Event Coordinator-Maria Ianiro
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WHY I WAS LATE TO THE WARMY LONGEST CRUISE 22,000 MILES
BY HISTORIAN, PAT BLACK
On the night of November 10, 1956 I was at the Club New
FukuSuki in Yokosuka, Japan with several of my engine room
gang from the USS Oak Hill LSD7. It was our favorite off duty
spot when in our US 7th Fleet home port. At about 11pm the
Shore Patrol stormed in and ordered all Oak Hill sailors back
to the ship. Upon arriving back aboard, we saw that we were
loading Marines, Tanks, Helicopters, and all sorts of supplies
for a long voyage. We went straight to the engine room,
where I was in charge, without even time to change out of
our dress uniforms. Asking where we were going, we were
told it was Top Secret!
The Oak Hill was part of the amphibious forces, and was in
effect a mobile dry dock for smaller landing craft. We carried
3 LCU 110 foot long landing craft which in turn carried tanks
and Marines and other fighting equipment. Above this was a
large landing deck where we carried about a dozen
helicopters.
After working all night on the machinery we were underway on 11-11 and were obviously headed
South. We were provisioned for 3 months at sea, but with our crew of 360 plus 200 Marines and
crews for the 3 LCUs we were crowded. We were told to not communicate where we were or where
we were going, as if we knew.
We encountered a Typhoon named "Mary" and were "hove too" for 20 hours headed into the seas with
the propellers being pitched out of the water periodically so our 2 Skinner Uniflow steam engines
would have to be shut down briefly and then eased back up to speed. Exhausting hot work for the
Snipes as we were called. Average temperature in the engine room was 110 degrees.
November 20 was Thanksgiving and we were refueling at sea from a tanker about 50 miles from the
Equator. The tanker took our outgoing mail, but we were warned to say nothing of our destination. I
did manage to send my father a clue in a code I knew he would understand. Suddenly a diversion. We
stopped at Brunei Bay, Borneo. We were stopped to wait for another ship to join us. I did get ashore
for one evening. The only civilization was an airport where long haul flights refueled.
I was able to get a Singapore newspaper and read about our destination, a war at the Suez canal
involving Great Britain, Egypt, Israel, France and assorted others. We have now been joined by the
USS Telefair APA210 which was an attack transport ship full of Marines. Camouflage netting had been
put over our flight deck and we were streaming with a darkened ship through the Malacca Straight
into the Indian Ocean. On December 4th we were told the news, at last, that our ultimate destination
was the Persian Gulf. Now we just had to get there. It is 11,000 plus miles from Japan. We averaged
about 11 or 12 knots. After a pass at the Gulf we turned around and made port at Karachi, Pakistan. By
now the newspapers in the U.S. had announced that our two ships were a "Good Will" mission. The
war was over in 6 days. It took us 32 days to get there! I think it is a good thing to be late to a war!

WWW.MHYC.US
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WHY I WAS LATE TO THE WAR-MY
LONGEST CRUISE 22,000 MILES-CONTINUED
BY HISTORIAN, PAT BLACK

Photo courtesy of Pat Black
Now what? After sight seeing in Karachi, we went to Bombay, India where no U.S. ship had been
since World War II. Then on to Colombo, Ceylon (now called Sri Lanka), where we were for
Christmas and then on to Trincomalee, Ceylon where I took a trip inland and rode on an
elephant in the jungle. From there we went to Singapore, Hong Kong, and finally back to
Yokosuka, Japan on February 5th. It was a very hot trip most of the way. We had to shovel
overboard over a ton of potatoes which had rotted in a bin on deck during the transit of the
Indian Ocean. Crew and ship were very tired. I estimated that we steamed something over
22,000 miles on this trip or in other words, most of the way around the Earth. I had then been
in every time zone during my four years in the Navy.
Now my enlistment was up and I expected to fly back to the USA for discharge, but NO, I
boarded the ISS Cape Esperance, a WWII Escort Aircraft Carrier for the trip to San Francisco.
At least she was a little bit faster and we reached San Francisco in 14 days. After a celebration
with friends in San Francisco I flew home to my family and Mentor Harbor Yachting Club.

WWW.MHYC.US
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MEMBERSHIP MINUTE

JON DUER-MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

One Month until the first launch of the season. How could this be? While
winter has seemed to fly by with below average snowfall and an open lake, the
forecast is looking good for the first boat to launch by April first. Will anyone
beat Dave Scarnati this year?
We had some amazing new members Join the club this month and are on pace
to have another six or seven members in the month of March. When you see a
pineapple flag on the table, or of you do not recognize someone please stop by
and say hello. I am happy to say that we will need to order a few more
pineapple flags for the tables in the restaurant with all these new members!
This Summer we are planning some fun new events like a club raft up where
boating members can take out social and other non-boating members for a day
on the water, lots of live entertainment and much more. Keep an eye out for
the announcements as we get closer to spring.
It has been an amazing time to be part of the MHYC family. As you start
making your way back to the club this spring you will begin to notice lots of
great changes. Your club feels alive again and we owe a great debt of gratitude
to our committee heads, our amazing new membership director Autumn Piller
and the entire MHYC staff.
As always I look forward to your feedback and suggestions as we move into
2020 with a full steam ahead approach to growing our membership. Please do
not hesitate to reach out via email to Jon@greatlakesrigging.com or via cell at
440-346-2651.
See you at the club!
Jon

LET'S WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!
Michael James Burkhammer
Lena Valencic
Antonio Dejesus
Robert Page
Janis Thiedemann
Richelle Lincoln
Michael Indre
Matthew Bangerter
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
KATHY ALLYN-J.A. COMMITTEE CHAIR & US SAILING LIASION

MR. TOM & MRS. KELLI RUFF

Kelli and Tom met out of High school on New Year’s Eve through
mutual friends and married on July 06, 1985.
They welcomed their first son on December 23, 1985 and from
there they had (3) more children, (2) girls and (1) boy.
Then in 1990 they started their Sign and Lighting Business and have
grown it to what it is today. Three of their kids work for them and
the other is a successful hairdresser. Their kids are there world and
Tom and Kelli have always worked hard to provide the best life for
each one of them.
They welcomed their first grandchild Branson William Ruff on July
4th, 2013, then welcomed Brooklyn Grace, Jase Andrew, Eliana Rea,
Evelyn Rose, Brynn Marie and Braydon Dwayne.
Their past times are enjoyed with their families, especially their
grandkids. They also enjoy traveling together and have always
loved boating with their family.

www.ruffneonsign.com
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES

KATHY ALLYN-J.A. COMMITTEE CHAIR & US SAILING LIASION

Registration is OPEN!

Early bird registration is on now until May 20 with members receiving a significant discount at
the checkout for all of our offerings.
Go to Mhyc.us and click on the Junior Activities section.
We have options for every age starting at 4!
Older teens who don’t want to come to camp can join the adult boating sessions on evenings
and weekends.

REGISTER ONLINE: Find the Junior Activities link on the Mhyc.us
website for all of the details.
MHYC’s Crows Nest Camp, Junior Sailing Race Team, and MHQH Swim Team offers
our membership an incredible and unique summer experience for kids. The 2020
schedule is set with an exciting set of opportunities for kids including:
Start Opti Sailing for our youngest sailors - ages 5 to 10, for five 2-hour sessions on Tuesday
evenings starting June 9. Taught by certified sailing instructors.
Learn-to-sail sessions run 1 week each,10a-2p Monday through Friday. They are set for the
week of June 1 and the week of July 27. Taught by certified sailing instructors.
Up to 6 weeks of full-time Crow’s Nest Sail Camp, starting June 8 through July 17, Monday
through Friday, 9am to 4pm. We can be flexible for members if you cannot participate in the
full 6 weeks. Beginners ages 7 through 15 are especially welcome to try camp the first week or
two and decide if they want to finish out the summer. Caitlin Aguero is returning as our junior
sailing director and we have a great team of certified instructors lining up.
Opti and Advanced Race Team - Junior sailors ages 8 and up who have proven proficiency in
boat handling and sailing skills represent MHYC at regattas around the region. Practices are
built into the camp days, but also start earlier in May and run through August. Karl Felger is
our head race team coach.
Swim Team - 8 weeks of stroke instruction and practice, with meets typically on Tuesday or
Thursday evenings at MHYC or at another local club. Morning practices are M W and F at
MHYC and T and Th at Quail Hollow - MHYC members can practice at either location. Swim
team or lessons are built into camp days. Beginners are encouraged to join at all ages but can
start as young as 6. Michelle Messina is our swim team committee chair.
Ohio Boaters Education Classes (NASBLA) - classroom-based course to earn the license
required by the state to operate a powerboat with more than 10 horsepower. Ages 10 and up.
Cecelia Duer is certified to run these classes.
Powerboat Safe Handling Course - a standalone boat-based course for ages 12 to adult over
the course of several evenings. This is also built into camp days. This is an official US Sailing
course with certified instructors.
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
CONT.

KATHY ALLYN-J.A. COMMITTEE CHAIR & US SAILING LIASION

Mark your Calendars:
April 4-5 - I-LYA Spring Meeting in Detroit
May 3 - Race Team Pre-Season Meeting and Fitting Out *Weather Permitting
May 16 - 1:00p Swim Team Pre-Season Meeting and Suit Try-Ons *New Date
May 16 - 1:30p Camp Meeting *New Date
June 1 - Learn to Sail Week (1)
June 8 - Crow’s Nest Sail Camp Starts (Ends July 17)
June 9 - Start Opti Sailing (S.O.S.) Starts (Ages 5-10, 5-7p)
June 11-12 USA Junior Olympics Sailing Festival @ MHYC
July 20-24 -I-LYA Junior Sailing Championships at Put-in-Bay Yacht Club
July 27 - Learn to Sail Week (2)
July 31 - Crow’s Nest Camp and Race Team - Awards Banquet
Aug 2- Swim Team Awards Banquet

Adult Learn to Sail and Powerboat
New for 2020! We are offering two new classes for adults from our staff of certified
instructors: Powerboat Safe Handling, and Adult Sailing. Both evening/weekend classes
will provide on-the-water instruction for adults who want to move from the classroom
into practical boat handling! Anyone who owns a powerboat should take the
Powerboat Safe Handling course - ages 12 and up. Please check the website for dates
once they are finalized. A safety reminder that ALL children and ANY adult born after
1982 MUST have a powerboat operators license from the state of Ohio (this course can
be taken at MHYC or online) in order to operate a powerboat. This course is also a
prerequisite for the PB Safe Handling Course. Signups are available at mhyc.us in the
Junior Activities section.

Questions? Contact
mhycsailcamp@gmail.com
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U.S. SAILING UPDATE
KATHY ALLYN-J.A. COMMITTEE CHAIR & US SAILING LIASION

San Diego Leadership Forum Review
MHYC sent Junior Activities Chair Kathy Allyn and Junior
Sailing Director Caitlin Aguero to attend US Sailing’s biannual Sailing Leadership Forum event in San Diego.
Caitlin attended the junior sailing focused sessions while
Kathy attended both junior sailing related and club
management related sessions. This was the best SLF to
date, with very applicable training for both yacht clubs
and junior sailing representatives. This continues to be an
excellent investment for our club to be present with all of
the major clubs around the country, with vendors and
experts.
MHYC’s Harbor committee was given insurance and risk
priorities to consider.
Membership was given lots of notes and ideas from
becoming a better neighbor in our community,
inclusivity, and creating activities for adults to get more
involved, and more.
A social media presentation was filled with excellent tips and tools to improve our social
media presence, although Autumn is well on her way in this department!
For the camp and race team, we received excellent advice on developing instructors and
leadership within our organization among our instructors and our campers. We have
team/race series improvement ideas along with new trends to watch for. One really fun
idea is to create an alumni regatta for all former campers to revisit the club, get on the
boats, and revisit the club. Look for this in 2020!

US Sailing @ MHYC
2020 Junior Olympics Sailing Festival - Lake Erie. MHYC is scheduled to host our sixth
annual JO on July 11-12, 2020. Brian Clancy (Cornell University’s head sailing coach) will coach
the Club 420 fleet and take an elite group of sailors the following week to the Club 420 North
Americans in Grosse Pointe. This lands between our JO and Junior Bay Week or I-LYA Junior
Championships. US Sailing is working on lining up an Opti coach. Karl Felger is secured as a
third coach for Lasers.
US Sailing Skill Up App Pilot. In 2019 MHYC was one of 8 clubs chosen to participate in a
pilot program for their new app that bridges parents and sailors to the sailing curriculum,
demo videos and more. This year, US Sailing has built out the platform based on feedback
from all of the pilot programs and asked MHYC to once again pilot it with our families. They
presented the app for the first time at the US Sailing conference in February during which
John Pearce gave MHYC several accolades for helping them fine-tune the app!
Regional Symposium Host MHYC has been asked to host a new format for the US Sailing
Regional Symposium. It is being planned for mid-May and should attract 40 key
representatives from other clubs (coaches and program directors) for a 2-day summit at our
club. Stay tuned for more information as it develops.
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GENERAL MANAGER MESSAGE

JAIME CORDOVA

In anticipation of high-water levels again this
year we are taking a proactive approach to minimize any
disruptions and inconveniences to our operations and your
usage of the Club. We have purchased an Aqua Dam to
protect the lower level of the clubhouse from water
intrusion occurring once again. An Aqua Dam is a doublebladder system that we will fill with water from the lagoon.
This is a highly effective system and will be one component
of the House and Harbor Committees multi-pronged
approach the keep Mother Nature at arm’s length as much
as possible.

Our weekly live entertainment begins on Thursday’s this month and when combined with
the popular Queen of Hearts drawings we are sure to have good attendance each week.
Please help us out by making reservations so we can accommodate everyone smoothly
and staff the Club accordingly. I would suggest the same for Chef Rob’s Saturday Date
Night prix fixe menus which are building an impressive following as the weeks go by.
Be sure to keep an eye out for the pineapple flags on tables when you are at the Club
over the coming months. These flags signify our newest members. Please stop and
introduce yourselves to them and give them a warm Mentor Harbor welcome.
Spring is almost here and I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Save the Date
CHANNEL OPENING
APRIL 24, 2020
DETAILS COMING SOON

